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NORTH KINGSTOWN HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION  

 

November 7, 2016 

 

The North Kingstown Historic District Commission convened in the Community Center, 30 

Beach St., North Kingstown. 

 

The following members were present: 

 

Henry Gauthier 

Mary Ann Podolak 

Sarah Goldberger (Alternate)  

James Shriner 

Andrew Correia 

Gail Cyr 

 

Shaun Lacey, AICP, Principal Planner, was present as staff liaison. 

  

Mr. Gauthier called the meeting to order and explained the proceeding as follows: 

 

- The applicant or their representative would be asked to come forward, be sworn in and 

give a brief explanation of their application.       

 

- The board would review their requests, ask questions of the applicant, and take comments 

from the public. 

 

- Decisions may be rendered the same evening, or the matter may be continued until a later 

time. 

 

- The minutes of the meeting’s session will not be approved until the next regularly 

scheduled meeting. 

 

- If the application is approved, you will receive a Certificate of Appropriateness next 

month.  There is a 20 day appeal period before you may apply for a building permit.  If you 

wish to appeal a decision by the Historic District Commission, you may apply to the Zoning 

Board of Review during that 20 day timeframe. 
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Minutes and a decision are recorded in the Town Clerk’s office. 

 

Fawcett, David: 20 Elam Street, Plat 117 Lot 168, zoned Village Residential Historic (VRH) 

– Alterations/Minor Modifications – Removal and replacement of siding and windows on a 

single-family residential house (continued from October 3, 2016) 

 

Mr. Fawcett came forward and was sworn in.  At the October meeting, Mr. Fawcett told the 

Commission that he would like to replace rotted siding, as well as remove one window (to be 

covered with siding), and install a partial replacement of another window.  At that meeting the 

Commission requested more information on the proposed window. 

Mr. Fawcett presented existing and proposed elevations of the north side of the home (where the 

window change is proposed), along with some specifications on the windows.  

The proposed windows are Jeld-Wyn double-hung sash replacement (JM1002); they will be 6 

over 6 simulated divided light.  The proportions/dimension for the stile, rail and muntin will be 

the same as the existing window.  The existing frame will be shortened to 28”Wx43”H; the 

exterior trim footprint will be maintained.  Mr. Fawcett also told the Commission he will be 

installing storm windows to windows that do not have them now. 

 

Commission members thanked Mr. Fawcett for the added information for this proposal  They 

were satisfied with the materials. 

 

Mr. Gauthier called for a motion to open the floor to public comment.  Mr. Shriner moved.  Mr. 

Correia seconded.    

There was no public comment. 

Mr. Shriner moved to close the meeting to public comment.  Mr. Correia seconded.  All voted 

aye.   

 

Mr. Gauthier entertained a motion.  Mr. Corriea moved to accept the application as presented.  

The clapboards will be replaced like in kind.  The proposed window is all wood construction and 

will fit into the existing sash with no change in appearance form the exterior.  Mr. Shriner 

seconded.  All voted aye.  The motion carried. 

 

Tucker, Constance: 35 Washington Street, Plat 117 Lot 233, zoned Village Residential 

Historic (VRH) – Site Improvements – Construction of a stone patio along the rear of a 

single family residential property 

 

Mr. John O’Keefe came in and was sworn in.  He is an architect working with the owner, Ms. 

Tucker.  He told the Commission that they would like to install a patio at the rear of the property.  

There are existing bluestone pathways on the property – connecting the house and garage to the 

street.  The patio is planned to be matching bluestone.  There would be no grading done as part 

of this project.  Grass will space the stones, so the surface will be permeable. 

 

Mr. Gauthier commented that it seems like a straightforward project, and with that called for a 

motion to open the meeting to public comment.  Mr. Shriner moved.  Mr. Correia seconded.   

There was no public comment. 
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Mr. Shriner motioned to close the meeting to public comment. Mr. Correia seconded.  All voted 

aye.  The motion carried. 

 

Mr. Gauthier called for a motion.  Mr. Shriner moved to accept the application as presented. The 

plan keeps in character with the existing house, the existing hardscape and will enhance the 

property and neighborhood.  Mr. Correia seconded.  All voted aye.  The proposal was approved. 

 

Sabbagh, Allyson: 35 Church Lane, Plat 117 Lot 82, zoned Village Residential Historic 

(VRH) – Alterations/Minor Modifications – Installation of an exterior light fixture over the 

front entry and installation of an air condensing unit along the roof on a multi-family 

residential structure 

 

Ms. Sabbagh and her father, Ken Sabbagh; they were both sworn in.  She told the Commission 

she would like to install a new air condenser at her home; due to flood plain regulations, the unit 

must be located above the flood plain.  The least obtrusive place for the unit is the top of the 

roof.  The proposed location is on a mansard roof between a small second story window and the 

house chimney.  The proposed unit is Mitsubishi Electric 12,000 BTU/H wall mounted heat 

pump system.   

She said that she would also like to switch out the existing entry way light.  The existing light is 

a rounded glass fixture that has no historic look or feel to it; she would like to install a brass 

lantern style fixture.  The chosen fixture is similar to exterior lights found throughout the village.  

The proposed light is a Norwell Lighting 1512 Series bronze.  

 

Ms. Podolak commented that she has a similar light on her house. 

 

Commission members were in general agreement that the light would fit into the area much 

better than the existing light.  Ms. Sabbagh asked if the Commission would be agreeable if she 

chose a different finish to the light.  Commission members had no issue with that but asked that 

if she did change the light, she provide Mr. Lacey with new specifications. 

 

Ms. Cyr asked if the unit would sit directly on the roof or placed on a platform.  Mr. Sabbagh 

responded that a pressure treated wood platform was planned.   Ms. Cyr said it appeared that the 

unit would be vaguely visible to one abutter, but appeared to be the best location for the 

Sabbagh’s and the surrounding area. 

 

At this point, Mr. Gauthier called for a motion to open the meeting to public comment.  Mr. 

Shriner moved.  Mr. Correia seconded.   

 

There was no public comment. 

 

Mr. Shriner called to close the meeting to public comment.  Mr. Correia seconded.  All voted 

aye.  The motion carried. 

 

Mr. Gauthier entertained a motion.  Ms. Cyr moved to first, accept the new lamp to replace the 

existing inappropriate lamp.  The onion lamp is consistent with other lamps in the village.  It 

would be an improvement to the house.  
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Secondly, she moved to approve the proposed exterior location of the HVAC unit on the roof at 

the back side of the house in a place closer to the taller part of the house; placed on a low 

pressure treated platform and properly secured.  The finding is that the house is located in the 

flood plain and any new expansion must be raised above the flood elevation and this is the least 

obtrusive place as it is not visible from the street.   

 

Ms. Podolak seconded.  All voted aye.  The motion carried.   

 

Informational Items and Announcements: 

 

- Wickford Art Association proposal to occupy the Town Hall Annex located at 55 

Brown Street 

-  

Ms. Lorraine Hynes, president of the Wickford Art Association came forward.  She 

presented a proposal to occupy the now vacant Town Hall Annex at 55 Brown St.  She 

said that in September, the association made a formal proposal to the Town Council to 

enter into a discussion with the town their interest in using the building as a gallery, office 

and reference center.  Her appearance before the Commission was to provide information 

and hopefully gain the HDC’s support.   

 

- 2017 Certified Local Government Grant 

Mr. Lacey told the Commission that as a Certified Local Government the town would like 

to apply for grants which would be used to set design guidelines for Wickford Village.  

He said that while most of the residential and some commercial properties lie within the 

Historic District some important properties do not, especially along Brown St. 

The concern is that with the Wickford sewer project starting soon, it may attract some 

development that would not suit the character vision of the village; guidelines adopted 

into town ordinance would give the community more input into what develops.  

 

Mr. Correia and Mr. Shriner did voice their estimation that the Historic District should be 

expanded to include all of Brown St.  They both said they are aware that most of the 

present merchants along Brown St. would be in opposition because it would place more 

regulation on them; but Mr. Correia and Mr. Shriner’s estimation was that the 

Commission would help protect their interests. 

 

Mr. Lacey thanked them for their input.   

 

Certificates of Appropriateness: 

 

There was one certificate of appropriateness that was approved by the Commission and signed 

by Mr. Gauthier. 

 

Minutes 

 

Ms. Podolak asked for edits. 
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Mr. Gauthier called for a motion to approve the amended October 3, 2016 HDC minutes.  Mr. 

Shriner moved to accept the minutes.  Mr. Correia seconded.  All voted aye.  The motion carried 

6-0. 

 

Adjournment 

 

Mr. Shriner moved to adjourn.  Ms. Podolak seconded.  All voted aye.  The meeting was 

adjourned at 8:15PM. 

 

 

 

 

 

Beth Gagnon-Glasberg 

Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 


