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Presentation format 

“Resource” presentation 
 

• Designed for participants and for those who 

might download 

• Contains more text than typical PowerPoint. 

• Contains hyperlinks to other maps and 

documents 

• Project website: 
 http://www.northkingstown.org/visioning-process-routes-2-and-102 
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Presentation Content 

What do we mean by context? 

 

• Planning 

• Regulation 

• Infrastructure 
 

These three categories are covered in this 

presentation.  Other perspectives will also 

come from the stakeholder discussions: 

(neighborhood character, business, 

agriculture, etc.) 
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Presentation Content 

Who is involved? 
 

• State 
– Statewide Planning (SPP) [link] 

– Department of Transportation (RIDOT) [link] 

– Department of Environmental Management 

(RIDEM) [link] 

– Rhode Island Housing [link] 

– Land Acquisition and Agricultural Land 

Preservation Commission (ALPC) [link] 

 

 

http://www.planning.ri.gov/spp/
http://www.dot.ri.gov/
http://www.dem.ri.gov/
http://www.rhodeislandhousing.org/
http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/bpoladm/plandev/landacq/index.htm
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Presentation Content 

Who is involved in these decisions? 
 

• Local 

– Department of Planning and 

Development [link] 

– Planning Commission [link] 

– Water Department [link] 

– Town Council [link] 

– Other Boards and Commissions [link] 

– Local Stakeholder Groups 

 

 

http://www.northkingstown.org/departments/planning
http://www.northkingstown.org/departments/planning/planning-commission
http://www.northkingstown.org/departments/water
http://www.northkingstown.org/government/town-council
http://www.northkingstown.org/departments/town-clerk/boards-and-commissions
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The statewide perspective 

Statewide Planning 

sets the framework 

for planning and 

land use policy for 

every city and town. 

 

“Land Use 2025” is 

their ultimate reference 

document 
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Statewide Planning  

Setting Policy 

One important 

guidance tool in 

Land Use 2025: 

 
The “Urban Services 

Boundary” (USB) 

 

Used to illustrate where 

growth and preservation 

may occur. 
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The Comprehensive Plan 

Brings state policy 

to the municipal 

level. 

 

This begins with the 

Comprehensive Plan 

 

a.k.a. “Comp Plan” 
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• Required by state law, adopted by Town 

Council. 

 

• Examines all policies and rules related to land 

use. 

 

• Regulations must be consistent with the plan. 

 

• Town must pursue implementation. 

 

• Elements of the Plan… 

 

 

The Comprehensive Plan 
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LAND USE 

Economic 
Development 

Housing 

Natural 
Resources 

Open Space 
and 

Recreation 

Circulation 

Public 
Facilities and 

Services 

Post Road 
Corridor 

Quonset 
Business 

Park 
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How Does the Comp Plan 

Evolve? 

Mandatory 10-year rewrite 

 

5-year Report Card 

 

Special Plans 

 

Petitions 
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Local Planning Stakeholders 

Setting Policy 

One important 

guidance tool in the 

Comp Plan is the 

“Future Land Use 

Map” 

 

a.k.a. “The FLUM” 
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Local Land Use Policy  

Sets Local Land Use Law 

Local Ordinances and Policies must 

be consistent with the Comp Plan 

by state law. 

• Zoning Ordinance (Map) 

• Water Regulations 

• Subdivision Standards 

• Quonset Agreements 

• Others 
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Summary (simplified) 

Statewide Planning 
 

NK Planning 

Land Use 2025 

Urban Services Boundary 
 

Comp Plan 

FLUM 
 

NK Zoning 
Zoning Ordinance 

Zoning Maps 
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How does this framework apply 

to our focus area? 
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State Planning Policy 

The USB 
 

Drawn to approximately 

coincide with areas served 

by infrastructure 
 

Reviewed by the Town 

before it was finalized by 

state 

 

Does not include focus area 

west of the highway 
 



Blackstone Valley Stormwater Conference       Ordinance/Bylaw Development 

Local Land Use Policy 

The Comp Plan 
 

Shows a mix of: 

• High Density Residential 

• Medium Density 

Residential 

• Low Density Residential 

• Commercial 
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Local Zoning 

The Zoning 

 
Shows a mix of: 

• Village Residential 

• Rural Residential 

• Very Low Density Residential 

• Commercial 
 

Generally Consistent with 

FLUM, but some adjustments 

needed 
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The Groundwater Overlay Zone 

• Delineated by 

underground aquifer 

formation and 

distance to wells 

• Divided into Zone 1 

and Zone 2 

• Restricts certain 

types of use by zone 
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The Groundwater Overlay Zone 

(cont.) 
• Limits residential 

density to 1 housing 

unit per 2 acres of 

buildable land 

• Limits commercial 

development by 

nitrogen loading 

limits (5 milligrams 

per liter of 

groundwater) 
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The Groundwater Overlay Zone 

(cont.) 

Much of the focus area was shown as “Zone 1”.   

 

Because the wells that created the Zone 1 

delineation are no longer functioning, the focus 

area has reverted to “Zone 2”. 

 

See Section 21-186/187 of the Zoning Ordinance 

for more detail [link]   

http://www.northkingstown.org/sites/northkingstown.org/files/basic-page-images/GW ordinance-21-186 and 21-187.pdf
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Additional Zoning Options 

Transfer of 

Development Rights 
 

• Sending Area 

Overlay 
 

Sells development rights so that 

other areas of Town can be 

developed more intensely 

 

Permanently preserves land as open 

space or agriculture 
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Additional Zoning Options 

Innovative 

Subdivisions 
 

• Conservation 

Development 
 

Clusters residential development in a 

“context sensitive” approach 

 

Permanently preserves land as open 

space Visual Concept of Conservation Development 

in Exeter 
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Additional Zoning Options 

Mixed Use 
 

• Compact Village 

Development 
 

Creates village center style 

development using design 

standards 
 

Requires a change to the Comp 

Plan and the Zoning Ordinance as 

part of the development 

application 
Visual Concept of Lafayette under CVD Zoning 
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Special Plans 

TDR and 

Identification of 

Village Centers 

Phase I Report [link] 

 

Recommended 

visioning study for 

this area. 
 

http://www.northkingstown.org/sites/northkingstown.org/files/basic-page-images/Village_Identification_TDR_Phase-1_3.pdf
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Special Plans 

Rhode Island 

Department of 

Transportation 

(RIDOT) conceptual 

design for a new 

roundabout 
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Petitions 

• Prior rezoning of Schartner 

Parcel (deemed inconsistent by 

the State) 

• Pending redevelopment of 

Rolling Greens Golf Course 
 


