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At the Regular Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of North Kingstown, County of
Washington, and State of Rhode Island, held in and for said Town, County, and State this 8th
day of January, 2018 at the Beechwood Senior Center, 44 Beach Street, at 6:00 p.m.
PRESENT WERE:

Richard A. Welch, President
Doreen M. Costa (arrived at 6:22 p.m.)
Kevin V. Maloney
Kerry P. McKay
Ellen S. Waxman

ALSO PRESENT:

A. Ralph Mollis, Town Manager
Jeannette Alyward, Town Clerk
Susan A. Murray, Deputy Town Clerk
Matthew J. Callaghan, Town Solicitor
James Callaghan, Assistant Town Solicitor

1.

Call to Order

The Regular Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of North Kingstown held on January 8,
2018 was called to order by President Welch.
2.

Notice of Meeting being posted

Pursuant to R.I.G.L. 42-46-6(c), notice of this meeting has been posted on the Secretary of
State’s Website.
3.

Executive Session

Motion by Councilor McKay, seconded by Councilor Maloney and unanimously
VOTED: To adjourn into Executive Session pursuant to Rhode Island General Laws 42-46-4
and 42-46-5, Subsection (1) – Personnel (Town Solicitors’ Review), Subsection (2) –Litigation
(M.L. Hawk Realty, LLC, Mark L. Hawkins, Joshua L. Hawkins, and JAMM Golf, LLC vs.
Town of North Kingstown and North Kingstown Town Council), and Subsection (2) – Potential
Litigation (Employment Related Claim) – by the following Roll Call Vote:
Kevin V. Maloney
Kerry P. McKay
Ellen S. Waxman
Richard A. Welch

-

Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye

Town Clerk Alyward stated that in accordance with RIGL 42-46-5(a)(1), the Town Solicitors
have been notified and they do not wish this review be done in public.
MEETING RECONVENED AT 7:08 P.M.
VOTED: To close the minutes of the Executive Session pursuant to R.I.G.L. 42-46-4 and 42-465.
4.

Salute to Flag

President Welch led those in attendance in saluting the flag.
5.

Public Comment

Donna Simon, 1440 Ten Rod Road, stated that back in August a stop sign was put up at Autumn
Drive and Ten Rod Road for safety reasons. She is aware that a petition has been circulating
around the development to have the stop sign removed. She would like it to stay up for safety
reasons.
Richard D’Andrea, 1400 Ten Rod Road, stated he would like to reiterate Ms. Simon’s concerns
that the stop sign is there for safety reasons, and it has helped keep the area safe since it has been
in place.
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Jim Ganung, 6Westridge Court, read the following statement:
“Good Evening Members of the Town Council, Town Council President, Town Manager and
Solicitors.
Tonight as I drove to this meeting, the Christmas lights on Brown Street still shone through the
light snow falling. It is a magical sight, indeed.
My comments tonight are just two. Thank you to Public Works for tackling the recent snow
storm quickly, and clearing roads. Thank you to the Fire Department for clearing the fire
hydrants and for keeping us safe.”
I.

SPECIAL BUSINESS

6.

Citation

President Welch presented citations to Harrison Dewhurst and Matthew Healey, Troop 152,
North Kingstown in recognition of achieving the Rank of Eagle Scout.
7.

Citation

Councilor Waxman presented a citation to Paul Tetrault in recognition of receiving the National
Hometown Hero Award.
8.

Presentation and Acceptance of a donation from the Quahog Festival to be used for
the Beach Campus Improvements

Nancy Raffi, organizer of the Quahog Festival presented the Council with a check in the amount
of $2,500.00 for the playground at the Beach Campus.
The Council thanked Ms. Raffi for her efforts in producing the Quahog Festival and for the
donation and stated that they are looking forward to this year’s event.
II.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion by Councilor McKay, seconded by Councilor Costa and unanimously
VOTED: To approve Consent Agenda Item Numbers 9 through 17 as presented with the
exception of Agenda Item Number 10.
9.

Approval of Minutes

VOTED: To approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of November 20, 2017 and the
Regular Meeting of December 4, 2017 as submitted by the Office of the Town Clerk.
10.

Receipt of Donations

Motion by Councilor Maloney, seconded by Councilor McKay and unanimously
VOTED: To accept with gratitude the following donations in the amount of $25,055.00:
For:

Beechwood Senior Center
To be used towards the purchase of a Senior Bus
From: North Kingstown Senior Association
Beechwood Senior Center
To be used for the General Escrow
From: NK Memorial Post 152 VFW

$20,000.00

For:

$

300.00
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For: Holiday Giving Program
From: Anvil International
North Kingstown Woman's Club
Edward Polom
Linda Thomas
Amica Companies Foundation
Bart’s Carpet Sales
North Kingstown Fire Department
Narragansett Bow Hunter's Club
Jessica and David Beattie
Kim Capuano
Linda Knutton
John and Grace Smith
Elaine Arbor
Alvin Buffington, IV
Betsy LaChapelle
Marc Elderkin
11.

PAGE

$ 1,620.00
750.00
600.00
400.00
375.00
250.00
200.00
140.00
100.00
80.00
50.00
50.00
50.00
50.00
20.00
20.00

Award of Bid

VOTED: To award the bid for Cleaning of Public Restrooms and Town Facilities to Martins
Maintenance, 481 Waterman Avenue, East Providence, RI 02914, in the amount of $31,751.00
per year, with the option to renew at year two ($32,729.00) and year three ($33,668.00).
Funding for this item is as follows:
Facilities Outside Cleaning
Community Center Escrow
Recreation Outside Cleaning
Golf Course Op Contractual
Total:
12.

00110070-530610
87310020-550101
43021060-530610
43021010-531206

$26,262.68
$ 1,007.76
$ 1,893.36
$ 2,587.20
$31,751.00

Annual Exhibition License (renewal)

VOTED: To approve to July 1, 2018 the application for renewal of an Annual Exhibition
License with no vendors by The Pet Refuge, 500 Stony Lane, Mailing Address: PO Box 83, for
events to be held on various dates, subject to taxes and water paid to date and compliance with
the recommendations of the Fire Department, the Police Department, the Planning Department,
and the Building Official.
13.

Detective License Renewals

VOTED: To approve the following list of Detective License Renewals, expiring on December 1,
2018, subject to taxes and water paid to date and receipt of a bond.

14.

Holiday Sales License (new)

VOTED: To approve to July 1, 2018 the application for a Holiday Sales License by Ocean
Essence Spa and Therapeutic Massage, LLC, dba Ocean Essence, 14 Main Street, subject to
taxes and water paid to date and approval from the Building Official and the Fire Marshall.
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Refuse Collector – Commercial for Hire License Renewals

VOTED: To approve to January 1, 2019 the following list of Refuse Collector – Commercial
For Hire License Renewals, subject to taxes, water, and any other assessments paid to date;
receipt of a bond; inspection approval from the Transfer Station; and receipt of a Certificate of
Insurance (if needed).

16.

Refuse Collector – Commercial not for Hire License Renewals

VOTED: To approve to January 1, 2019 the following list of Refuse Collector – Commercial
not for Hire License Renewals, subject to taxes, water, and any other assessments paid to date;
receipt of a Certificate of Insurance (if needed); and receipt of a list of their North Kingstown
clients.

17.

Victualling License (renewal)

VOTED: To approve to December 1, 2018 the application for renewal of a Victualling License
by Updike’s Newtowne, Inc., dba Updike’s Newtowne Coffee Roasting Co., 7726 Post Road,
subject to taxes and water paid to date.
The Town Council took Agenda Item Number 25 next.
25.

Introduction of the Annex Development Proposal, Authorization for the Town Manager
to execute a Purchase and Sales Agreement and Potential Date for a Special Election

Town Manager Mollis stated that “prior to Ms. Clulow’s brief presentation, I’d like to introduce
the project and bring the public up to date on what has taken place on this proposal.
Back in October, after months of work and discussion, and with the approval and direction of the
Council, we put together a Request for Proposals for the Brown Street Annex Building
Development Project.
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On November 6, 2017, we received a detailed and exciting proposal from Ms. Eve Clulow and
her team.
I set up an Evaluation Committee to review the proposal and put together a preliminary review.
To summarize, we felt:








The proposal was in line with the Comprehensive Plan and the Wickford Area.
The proposal has good vision and was comprised of an impressive team with connections
to Wickford.
The Architectural Team included a historian, preservationist and GrowSmart RI
connections.
The proposed offer was in line with our expectations and the proposed budgeted EDU’s
would provide a boost to the complicated financial picture of the Wickford Sewer
Project.
The proposed use was both exciting and in line with the thoughts of the business and
residential community of Wickford.
The developer was not asking for any tax incentives which anyone else would be eligible
for through the Town of North Kingstown.

At this meeting, I recommended approval subject to some additional stipulations we felt needed
to be addressed. The Council had additional stipulations which needed to be addressed as well,
so we scheduled a follow up meeting with Ms. Clulow.
At the follow up meeting, the proposed developer had no objections to our additional
stipulations.
I returned to the Council last week in Executive Session to report this as well as give the Council
an update on the title review provided by our Solicitors. I had recommended that the Council put
this on an Agenda for introduction, review and hopeful action on a Purchase and Sales
Agreement as well as a Special Election in late spring. The Council was also clear that we
would coordinate public presentations throughout the winter and spring to get public input and
promote this project as well as encourage comment this evening. The full proposal will be
available on our Website tomorrow morning.”
Mr. Mollis further stated that “this was one of the many priorities we set many months ago,
priorities we are rapidly addressing and completing, and I’m excited about this project moving
forward, getting public approval.”
Mr. Mollis introduced Ms. Eve Clulow who gave the following presentation:
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Ms. Clulow thanked the Council for giving her the opportunity to make this presentation and
thanked the Town staff for their assistance in this process.
President Welch thanked Ms. Clulow for the presentation.
In answer to President Welch’s question if there will be a restroom on the second floor, Ms.
Clulow stated that the restrooms will be on the ground floor.
In answer to President Welch’s question if there is any concern or consideration for a possible
covering of the deck, Ms. Clulow stated that they have thought about it and think they will need
that option. Ideally, it would be something that would be set up as needed and brought down
when not needed.
In answer to President Welch’s question what the time schedule is, Ms. Clulow stated that it
depends on approvals and permitting, we have a 9-12 month completion date. The proposed
schedule from the contractor is in the proposal.
Councilor Waxman stated that she understands that Ms. Clulow wants to start slowly, maintain
openness for flexible use of space and that sort of thing, and start with it being open on
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday evenings. Given that we are selling this at a fraction of the
appraised value which is $1,270,000, she feels that with the addition to historic preservation, we
should have an economic benefit as well. To fully realize that, it seems to her we would want
some presence during the day as well. She asked if Ms. Clulow has any ideas of what could take
place there during the day. Ms. Clulow stated that she and her project team have discussed the
idea of having a coffee bar service available during the day, which would lend to the library feel.
She further stated that they tabled that discussion because of the overhead being a concern for
them, which will be considerable. For the purpose of this presentation, again we wanted to be
very conservative. Her long term goal is that the building would be open all day and into the
evening buzzing with activity every day. We didn’t want to present something that didn’t seem
doable at this point.
In answer to Councilor Waxman’s question when Ms. Clulow thinks that the coffee bar could be
open during the day, Ms. Clulow stated that if the first three months prove to have better
numbers than projected, we would then move forward with that. She further stated that it would
be appropriate to wait those three months to see what kind of business we will be doing and what
would be accepted by the community. It will be very easy to make the coffee bar happen and
once we are comfortable that it is viable, we can move quickly.
Councilor Waxman stated that 50 seats for a theatre doesn’t seem to be a lot and asked if there is
a possibility of reconfiguring the space to allow for more seating. Ms. Clulow stated that the
numbers that are being presented are based on measurements that we took. Once the Fire
Marshall gives us the proper code and a capacity number, it would be nice to be able to say let’s
make it 75-100 seats.
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Councilor Waxman stated she was happy to hear that Ms. Clulow said that the addition for the
elevator will not be any bigger than it needs to be and the drawing in the proposal looks bigger
than it actually will be and asked when an accurate drawing will be available. Ms. Clulow stated
that once there is a vote on this project, she will have her architect put together a more accurate
drawing.
In answer to President Welch’s question if Ms. Clulow is familiar with the theatre at Brown, Ms.
Clulow stated that she has been there but is not familiar with it. President Welch asked if this is
similar in size. Ms. Clulow stated that she believes that it is larger than what she is proposing.
She further stated that a standard small professional theatre is 99 seats, and would be an ideal
space. Again, she will need to hear from the Fire Marshall for a more accurate number.
In answer to President Welch’s question if in the future she sees the possibility of some
children’s workshops, Ms. Clulow stated absolutely and it would be an important part of the
project. President Welch stated that our high school kids do a wonderful job with theatre and we
would love to have her work with them. Ms. Clulow stated that she looks forward to it.
President Welch stated that our high school students are outstanding musicians as well.
Councilor Maloney stated that he had some concerns when he saw the addition for the elevator.
After listening to Ms. Clulow tonight, he is much more comfortable with her concerns about
historic preservation of the building. He feels that she and this proposal is a good fit for the
community.
President Welch opened the floor for public comment.
David Wrenn, 21 Loop Drive, stated that this sounds like a great project and wishes Ms. Clulow
great success. He has been enjoying the Pump House in Wakefield and would much rather walk
to a music venue and asked Ms. Clulow to consider something similar. He has written to the
Council regarding his concerns for historic preservation and this community is based on a
foundation of historic preservation through the efforts of residents or organizations. Five and a
half years ago, the Historic District Commission wrote a letter to the Town Manager requesting
that the Annex be added to the local historic district. The Council at that time did consider it, but
declined to take that action. He is very concerned about what will happen to this building. We
need some type of mechanism or legal vehicle in place to ensure preservation is in place so the
building is protected. He implored the Town Council to take that action. There are many liens
you can put on the property, add that building to the historic district, speak with the RI State
Preservation Commission and enter into a preservation easement agreement with that state
agency that will be around far longer than all of us. He further stated that when the Council
discussed this in 2012, Carol Hueston, during the discussion spoke about her dismay when the
library closed as she loved that building. She was horrified that the library was moving but she
adjusted to it. She basically said, we love that building in this Town, we the Town Council,
owners of that building are not going to let anything happen to that building. Now, today, you
are considering divesting the Town of that property and you won’t have any control over it.
Now is the only time you will have control if the voters approve the sale. He hopes the voters do
approve it as long as the proper mechanism in place to protect that building. President Welch
stated that he doesn’t think that there is a person up here that doesn’t agree with him and they
will make certain the property is protected. Mr. Wrenn asked that before a purchase and sales
agreement is executed that a provision be part of that document so that it is legal and binding.
Mr. Mollis stated that there are a couple of stipulations the Council wanted done. They asked
that there be a first right of refusal and a façade easement to protect the building. President
Welch stated that gives the Town future control even if there is a future change of ownership.
Mr. Wrenn stated that in regards to a preservation easement with the state, it would be in
perpetuity. It would require some money, but the plus side is that they are always available for
consultation with regards to any aspect of maintenance or alterations to that building. He would
urge the Council to pursue that.
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Natalie Coletta, 31 Loop Drive, stated that the RFP went out and it’s a magnificent building
which the proposed developer recognizes. However, we received one submittal to that RFP.
This is an incredible proposal. Not only because we have someone who is sensitive to historical
structures, but also has an interest in the community. She is in support of this proposal. She
does wish that we knew more about the proposal in advance. She hopes that this is something
we can improve upon by having more transparency in terms of the proposals, if possible, so that
we are doing this together rather than us seeing this on the night the Council votes. She further
stated that she agrees with Mr. Wrenn regarding protecting this building. This is an incredibly
exciting moment. She looks forward to seeing more of the final design for this project.
Mr. Wrenn stated that he did send an e-mail to the Council late this afternoon basically stating
that this is appearing under New Business. This has been discussed twice in Executive Session
and is sure the Council has worked out the details that allow the Council to be comfortable and
he is sure the public feels comfortable. However, he would like to suggest as a matter of
practice, when you address any agenda item the first time before the public, it will be put under
new business and at that first presentation to the public that no action be taken and the action be
scheduled for the next regularly scheduled meeting. This is a good operating practice and in
spite of the enthusiasm we have this evening for this project, the Council should follow that
protocol tonight for this item and in the future for all items.
Jeff Shapiro, 125 Pleasant Street, stated that as a follow up to Councilor Waxman’s concerns, he
feels it may be difficult to build a business with initial limited hours. As a business owner
himself, he appreciates the overhead concerns, but feels that you have to bite the bullet and make
the building more accessible to the public.
President Welch stated that he hears what Mr. Wrenn is saying, but we have things that need to
get done in a specific time frame. We need to get a date for a Special Election because we
cannot sell the building without voter approval.
Motion by Councilor McKay to authorize the Town Solicitor and Town Manager to proceed with
a Purchase and Sales Agreement for the purchase of the Town Hall Annex, 55 Brown Street; and
a
FURTHER MOTION: To authorize the Town Manager to execute the Purchase and Sales
Agreement between the Town of North Kingstown and ChefEve Clulow, LLC, contingent upon
approval by the voters of the Town of North Kingstown at a Special Election in accordance with
Sec. 314 of the Charter; and a
FURTHER MOTION: To instruct the Town Clerk to schedule a Special Referendum on or
before Tuesday, April 24, 2018.
Councilor McKay stated that he believes the people of this Town elected this board to do the job.
This is an excellent example of how this Council has gotten together with the town staff,
Solicitor, and Manager to make this happen. We knew that the community would have a bite at
this apple as several committees will be holding forums on this project. The ultimate decision
will be from the voters at the Special Election. He respects the concern expressed about open
government and protecting our old buildings.
Councilor Costa seconded the motion.
Councilor Waxman stated that she needs to be clear of what the negative implication would be if
we listen to these comments tonight and take this vote on the 22nd. President Welch stated that
we are here tonight and the public is witnessing what our intent is after listening to the proposal.
There have been only 2 comments neither of which was negative. Most of us are in agreement
that this is good for the Town and it is not binding us of anything but giving the Town Manager
direction to do a couple of things.
Councilor Costa stated that this will be decided by the voters, this action is to get this on a ballot.
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President Welch stated that the voters have the last word on this. Here we have someone who is
going to come into the Town of North Kingstown, make an investment, not ask anything from
the Town other than what anyone else would be entitled to, and bring new life, new ideas to
Brown Street, which will help Wickford and the entire Town. He is not sure what the hesitation
is on Councilor Waxman’s part.
Councilor Waxman asked if the Council would be willing to go along with asking the Town
Manager to add language to the Purchase and Sales Agreement that would stipulate that we have
a preservation easement with the Rhode Island Historic Heritage Preservation Commission. Mr.
Mollis stated that one of the concerns with that is that it has not been negotiated. He further
stated that we would need to speak with Ms. Clulow, come back to the Council and put it back
on an agenda. He has some timing concerns but will leave that to the Council. Councilor
Waxman stated again, what is the negative outcome of doing exactly that, adding this language,
have the discussion with developer and bring it back to the Council on January 22nd with that
language included. Mr. Mollis stated that he can’t speak for the developer, but if you are looking
to continue negotiations with this stipulation, if the developer is okay we could put it on an
agenda, but if it’s not okay we would need to discuss this in executive session. We don’t want to
negotiate in public.
Councilor McKay called for a point of order, we had a vote in executive session and thought we
were going to move forward with this.
Councilor Waxman stated that she is not sure if this is appropriate or not and asked if we could
retire into executive session with the developer and have a discussion. President Welch asked if
that was a motion. Councilor Waxman stated she is just asking if this is something that is
possible. Town Solicitor Callaghan stated no, as it was not advertised.
Councilor McKay called for the vote.
Councilor Waxman stated that she is in full support of this proposal but is not comfortable in
voting for this unless there is written language in the purchase and sales agreement requiring a
Preservation Easement through the RIHPHC.
President Welch stated we have a motion and a second, and it was
VOTED: To authorize the Town Solicitor and Town Manager to proceed with a Purchase and
Sales Agreement for the purchase of the Town Hall Annex, 55 Brown Street; and it was
FURTHER VOTED: To authorize the Town Manager to execute the Purchase and Sales
Agreement between the Town of North Kingstown and ChefEve Clulow, LLC, contingent upon
approval by the voters of the Town of North Kingstown at a Special Election in accordance with
Sec. 314 of the Charter; and it was
FURTHER VOTED: To instruct the Town Clerk to schedule a Special Referendum on or before
Tuesday, April 24, 2018.
Councilor Waxman voted in the negative.
Ms. Alyward stated that for housekeeping purposes, she along with the Manager and Solicitor
will prepare a question for the Council’s approval either at the January 22nd or February 5th
meeting.
Councilor Waxman stated for clarification even though there is a vote brought forward
authorizing the Manager to do this, she asked if there is an intention of the Council to add this
language into this contract. President Welch stated that he would say it is something that the
developer and Manager can discuss and if the developer feels it’s in her interest, he sees no
problem. However, forcing her to do this at this point in time, the answer is no. Councilor
McKay stated that he agrees. Councilor Costa stated that with everything we heard from the
developer she is confident that Ms. Clulow will do everything within her power to protect that
building.
The Town Council took Agenda Item Number 18 next.
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Animal Control Officer Brittany Cunningham stated that in order to adopt an animal from the
Animal Shelter there is a $5.00 fee. Currently it costs the Town $73.00 for canines and $53.00
for felines for required vaccinations. The cost for spay and neutering is covered by the
spay/neutering account from the yearly dog licensing fees. We are recommending this increase
of the adoption fee to cover some of the costs for these vaccines.
President Welch stated that we are not even covering our expenses. His feeling is that he would
rather hit the number that it costs us so we break even. Ms. Alyward stated that whatever is in
the ordinance for a fee that is what you have to charge, you can’t negotiate that number.
Councilor McKay stated that this is a good first step, and they can bring this back in a year or
two for an additional increase.
In answer to President Welch’s question on what are the number of animals we are normally at,
Capt. Barry stated that right now we have 6 or 7 animals at the shelter. We want to keep
adoption a viable option and affordable.
Councilor McKay asked how many animals a year get euthanized. Animal Control Officer
Cunningham stated that unless they are sick or determined to be an aggressive animal we don’t
euthanize any. In answer to Councilor McKay’s question how many animals are at the shelter
for more than a couple of weeks, Animal Control Officer Cunningham stated a lot. For example,
we had one dog at the shelter for over a year. Councilor McKay asked how long will we keep an
animal there. Animal Control Officer Cunningham stated that in the ordinance it states that if the
animal is unclaimed after ten days, we can euthanize the animal but we don’t do that unless the
animal is sick or deemed aggressive. We do have animals that are there for quite a while.
Motion by Councilor McKay, seconded by Councilor Maloney and unanimously
VOTED: To open the Public Hearing.
Councilor Maloney stated that he read in the ordinance that after 10 days if the animal is not
adopted it can be put down. He asked if we should change the ordinance as we don’t follow that.
Animal Control Officer Cunningham stated that ordinance has been in place for a long time. Ms.
Alyward stated that would come from a recommendation from the Police Chief, and we can
certainly relay that to him and prepare an amendment.
Richard Lallo, 190 West Main Street, stated he is a fond lover of animals and doesn’t like
euthanizing animals for convenience purposes. He was able to witness a film on rescue dogs,
which was done by a veteran or police. The dogs were not adoptable so they took these dogs and
trained them to find and work with crews in disaster zones to find bodies. There is a way to
utilize these animals in a positive way. He thinks that euthanizing an animal, unless it is sick, is
not the tact he would like to see the Town be part of. He offered to help in any way he can to
assist in fundraising, support, or promote the animal shelter.
Motion by Councilor McKay, seconded by Councilor Maloney and unanimously
VOTED: To close the Public Hearing.
Motion by Councilor McKay, seconded by Councilor Maloney and unanimously
VOTED: To adopt an Ordinance in Amendment of Section 3-6 of the Code of Ordinances,
Town of North Kingstown, entitled, “Redemption of Impounded Animals; Adoption”, and this
shall constitute the Second Reading thereof.
It was the consensus of the Council to prepare a first reading addressing (a) in Sec. 3-6 where it
states “at the end of ten days impoundment, any animal is not reclaimed by its owner or claimed
by a new owner, it will be humanely destroyed” as this is not the current policy of the Shelter.
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Second Reading – Amendment to Section 21-22, Article III, and Section 21-323

Shaun Lacey from the Planning Department stated that what is before the Council tonight is the
second reading of the Solar Energy System Ordinance. As the Council is aware, we have been
working on this ordinance for some time. We made some edits that now satisfy some of the
Council’s concern as related to the review process. This ordinance would now allow all roof
mounted solar projects to be approved administratively, while a provision was also added to
allow some free standing solar projects located in our single family residential districts to also be
approved at the staff level subject to a set of development standards. Any exceptions to those
standards will require a special use permit. In effect what you have tonight is a more simplified
ordinance that is designed to promote practices and technology throughout our Town while
minimizing our review time in application review. Staff is recommending adoption of this
ordinance tonight.
President Welch stated that he had heard from Joan and Larry Ehrhardt regarding historic homes,
and asked if they have any leverage in their situation and if it has been taken into consideration.
Mr. Lacey stated yes, it has been considered. He further stated that the Wickford Plan
Committee reviewed the ordinance last month and some members felt that maybe the Town isn’t
doing enough to protect the historic assets related to the promotion of solar energy and how they
affect those historic structures. Short of our local Historic Zoning Ordinance which is enforced
through the HDC, any other property designated historic, whether local, state or national outside
the district, staff will be working with those property owners regarding the guidelines to
minimize the visual effect green technology would have on a historic building. The mere nature
of a designated historic property wouldn’t be a basis to deny an individual to place solar
technology on a property. Again, as staff we would be working closely with those property
owners.
In answer to President Welch’s question if he owned a historic home on Main Street, what would
he have to do to get an approval to do a roof top or ground mounted unit, Mr. Lacey stated that
Main Street is within the local HDC and would be held to a review process through the HDC.
What the HDC is looking for in the design review is to minimalize the visual effect of that
property. Outside of the Historic District, as long as they are meeting the standards, they could
be approved administratively.
Motion by Councilor McKay, seconded by Councilor Costa and unanimously
VOTED: To open the Public Hearing.
There was no public comment.
Motion by Councilor McKay, seconded by Councilor Costa and unanimously
VOTED: To close the Public Hearing.
Motion by Councilor McKay, seconded by Councilor Costa and unanimously
VOTED: To adopt an Ordinance in Amendment of Section 21-22 of the Code of Ordinances,
Town of North Kingstown, entitled, “Definitions”, Article III, entitled, “Land Use Table”, and
Section 21-323, entitled, “Solar Energy Systems”, and that this shall constitute the Second
Reading thereof.
The Town Council recessed the meeting at 8:40 p.m.
The Town Council reconvened the meeting at 8:52 p.m.
IV.

REPORTS

20.

Report to Town Council by Town Manager

Town Manager Mollis gave the following report:
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Budget season has rapidly come upon us. Back in October, the Town Clerk provided you
with a Budget Calendar for the Fiscal Year 2019 budget. Being that we didn’t receive
any concerns or conflicts, we’ve put this calendar in place. As a reminder, I’m having
the Town Clerk provide you with another copy of this Calendar. We are asking that you
add the evenings of Monday, March 19th and Wednesday March 21st into this Calendar as
the evenings you will be meeting with the Department Heads to go over their individual
budgets. The season will begin with the Asset Management Commission’s CIP
Presentation to you on February 5th and will resume when I submit my proposed budget
to you on March 12th.
In answer to President Welch’s question what time will we start the Department Head
meetings, Mr. Mollis stated that we started at 5:00 last year and scheduled the department
heads for each night. President Welch stated that he would like to have a workshop prior
to the budget so we can get on the same page. Mr. Mollis stated yes and asked what type
of workshop. President Welch stated that he would like to discuss where we are in the
current budget and what we see will be changing. We know that the school is looking for
a 5.6% increase. We know that the state is cutting the aid to education by $550,000
which is an automatic tax increase. If we level fund, we need to come up with that
money. Knowing full well we have two labor contracts on the municipal side and one on
the school side, before we sit down we need to have an understanding of some of the
issues that will be present when we meet with the different departments. It is imperative
we send a message to the School Department on where the Council sees things. They see
it with blinders on by thinking of just the school; we need to think of both the school and
municipal. Mr. Mollis stated that we are working on the budget now and if there is
direction the Council wants to give us, the opportunity would be at this workshop. Mr.
Mollis stated that a discussion amongst the Council regarding the School Budget is a
good idea, but should be done soon as they are required to submit their budget to him on
February 26th.
Councilor McKay asked at what point we have the discussion on how this affects the tax
rate. President Welch stated that is the point of the workshop so we can set the stage for
the municipal side but also the School Department. No point in getting to the end of the
budget cycle and having a donnybrook. Mr. Mollis stated that we are working on our
budget now and any Council direction at this point would be appropriate, especially if the
Council wants to give direction to the School Department.
Councilor Waxman stated that she would like to see what our spending is in comparison
to other comparable communities. Mr. Mollis stated that he tried to do that last year;
however, it is virtually impossible because every single department is different in every
community.
After a brief discussion, the Town Manager and Town Clerk will suggest a couple of
dates for this workshop.



I want to bring you up to date on a project and recognize Waterman Engineering and its
president, North Kingstown resident and Leisure Services Advisory Committee Member
Richard Lipsitz. As you know, the Land Conservancy received a $10,000 grant from the
RI Foundation to do preliminary work to restore the footbridge at the Mill Cove
Causeway, located off West Main Street. The Land Conservancy prepared an RFP for
services related to this project. Waterman Engineering has offered to donate the
elevations, survey, current conditions base map, all which will be required for the
stabilization of the causeway cut and for the future footbridge. The Land Conservancy
has voted to accept this offer and the Town will be accepting this donation of services as
well. This will assist the Conservancy in using the small amount of money to further the
work on the footbridge. The Town will also be working with the Land Conservancy on
their CRMC application.
A thank you to Mr. Lipsitz as well as Gidget Loomis from the North Kingstown Land
Conservancy who is moving this project forward

JANUARY 8, 2018



BOOK 105

PAGE

Also, in the days following the October storm which resulted in numerous power outages,
Chief Kettelle, Chief Flanagan, and Public Works Director Phil Bergeron met with me
concerning the need for additional generators to help run Town buildings during the
power outages. Chief Kettelle reached out to contacts he had in federal government
surplus and requested generators for the Town of North Kingstown. He was able to
secure a 60 kilowatt generator with only 30 hours on it, valued at $25,000. This past
Tuesday, we sent personnel to Aberdeen, Maryland to pick up this generator for a total
cost to the Town of $145 for fuel.
We met this morning, briefly, to discuss the best location for this generator and Chief
Kettelle is seeking out additional surplus equipment. I want to thank Chief Kettelle,
along with Chief Flanagan, Director Bergeron and their staffs for their work on this
matter. These actions better equip us for emergencies and do so at a significant cost
savings to the Town.



I want to bring you up to date on an issue that continues to unfold to my surprise and
regret and this is our IT arrangement with the Town of Exeter. I read in the Standard
Times that the Exeter Town Council may be moving forward with a new service
provider.
As you know, the Exeter Town Council had stated late last year that they were
considering going out for RFP for IT services. I met with my IT Staff and they were
unaware of any concerns or issues with the Town of Exeter. We visit there every week
and they weren’t aware of any outstanding issues. I had, at that time, requested a meeting
with the Town Clerk and Council President to address this issue on their behalf. My goal
is to see this collaboration continue. The more abutting communities can collaborate on
services such as these, the more efficient and cost effective we can become.
I have reached out to the Exeter Town Clerk and Council President again and have a call
scheduled for tomorrow morning. I will continue to attempt to address and rectify this
situation. As I stated, I encourage collaborations such as these, am not aware of any
issues, and anything short of excellent service provided by our Town is unacceptable;
although I do not have confirmation that anything but excellent service has been
provided.



The 18th Annual Convention of the RI League of Cities and Towns will be taking place
on January 25th at the Crowne Plaza. There will be informative workshops and seminars
on local topics that would definitely be of interest to you. There is also a showcase floor
of vendors specifically designed for cities and towns. Everything is free to us as
members. I encourage you to take a look online at www.rileague.org, register for
anything you see of interest and feel free to let me know if I can be of assistance.

Councilor McKay stated that he wants to send a thank you to the School Department as they
allowed our Fire Department to fuel the trucks as we had an issue with our pumps and DPW was
out of fuel. Mr. Mollis stated that we had plenty of fuel that morning. In preparation of the
storm, we opened up the EOC and the communication was second to none. Through those
efforts, we were able to address this issue. That morning Station 1 was done, but Public Works
was able to secure a delivery that morning. We had plenty of fuel the day of the storm. We were
able to collaborate with the School Department the day before the storm. Station 1 is back up
and running. This is the benefit of us being proactive and beginning preparations for the storm
the day before. Again, it was impressive what was accomplished the day of the storm and the
EOC was extremely successful.
President Welch stated that we were notified at that last meeting that the Smith Castle Grant was
revoked; Mr. Mollis stated that is correct. Our involvement was only to administer that grant,
and there were some resident concerns. The letter from DOT mentioned that there was a lack of
funding and the grant has been pulled.
President Welch stated that those of us that have been around for a while know that the Town has
been able to successfully secure surplus items and the generator that Chief Kettelle was able to
get for the Town is an example of that. He thanked the Chief for his efforts.
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President Welch stated that the Council hasn’t been filled in on the recent water pressure issue
and feels that the Council should know what happened and when it will be straightened out. He
further stated that he only recently heard about this issue. Water is one of the few things we
provide to the residents of the Town and certainly it is a high quality product. You can’t live
without water or water pressure. Mr. Mollis stated that he believes he updated the Council by email on this situation. He stated that we periodically empty our water tanks and recoat them and
during this time, the residents in that area are notified that their water pressure will be affected.
This process was done within 3 months. However, when the coating is done, you then have to
refill the tank, test it, and certain standards have to be met. The two times that it was tested it
didn’t meet those standards, so we had to do the process again. We are confident that the tank
will be on-line soon. Again, this process is required every ten years. President Welch stated that
he wants to make sure that the problem that existed was not due to failure on our side and that if
it could have been avoided, why wasn’t it. This needs to come from the Manager because we
need to answer the questions of our constituents. If we need to do a better job, then we need to
do it because people pay for the privilege of having town water.
President Welch stated that in reading through the various applications tonight for licenses, he
was trying to identify who the applicants were as they are not readable. He requested that all
these applications be legible in the future. Ms. Alyward stated that we have the same concern.
However, we are going to have these applications on the on-line permitting system and will be a
typewritten form in the near future.
Councilor Waxman stated that in regards to having a conversation with the School Department
and the issue with Exeter IT, it came to her that a former Council Member was advocating
strongly to consolidate IT services with the School Department. He had indicated that the first
year we could save $300,000 and she suggested that we look at that again. Mr. Mollis stated that
he will look into this and have a discussion with Mary King and Dr. Auger.
21.

Report by the Finance Director

Finance Director Lathrop stated that in speaking on IT, the Finance Department has been
working with the School Department IT on an emergency plan. We are also working on the
shared MUNIS and cooperative programs. In answer to Councilor Waxman’s question if there is
any cost savings, Mr. Lathrop stated that it’s not necessarily all about costs but it’s about
performing the operations and outcome. Councilor Waxman stated that she would like to see
cost savings, more revenue, save money and get the job done.
Mr. Lathrop stated that he hoped to have Audits to give to the Council tonight. We are meeting
with the Audit Committee on Wednesday to review the “draft” report. Once the Audit
Committee reviews it and provides any comments, we will provide a copy to the Council. He is
proud of the work the staff has done to get this done this soon, as well as the number of
adjustments of 60 in comparison to last year of over 200. We are getting better. We have
received an extension to January 29th from the Auditor General. When he first came here, he
projected a deficit of $2.5 million and it actually came in under $2 million. Our fund balance
grew by $1 million and our cash balances grew by $2 million. The State has been impressed
with our progress and we showed them that we improved our cash and fund balance positions.
In answer to Councilor Waxman’s question on how you increase the fund balance and cash
balance, Mr. Lathrop stated that the cash balance increase is because we have been aggressive
with collections. We will be implementing a new billing program for police details, transfer
station, and school items among other areas. The fund balance is because we looked at all the
lines and were able to move some of the funds around, for example from OPEB. He further
stated that he believes that you need adequate and properly trained staff.
In answer to Councilor McKay’s question if we are counting in the number of people that
prepaid their taxes at the end of the year, Mr. Lathrop stated no. Councilor McKay stated that it
seems a lot of people prepaid their taxes due to the new tax law. Mr. Lathrop stated we are
talking FY2017. In FY2018, we had a lot of people pay third and fourth quarters as well as
$585,000 estimated for their FY2019 taxes. In talking with the Manager and Auditors, we have
put that to deferred revenue for FY2019.
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He further stated that we also have started to talk to the Manager about the income offset
program, where if there are taxes owed, we will notify the Department of Revenue and that
person’s refund will be sent to the Town for those past due taxes. Your departments do a great
job on managing expenses, the problem has always been revenue and that is where we are going
to focus.
The FSA program has started this year and we have had 19 employees sign up.
As you talk about the budget, think about what level of risk you are willing to accept. We talk
about collection rates last year, and we used a 99% collection rate which he felt was high. These
are the types of decisions that impact your budget. We spend a huge amount of dollars on
insurances a year, what level of risk are you willing to accept, are you happy at the $2,500
deductible or do you want to look at higher deductibles that will bring these premiums down.
These items will move the needle when you talk about the budget. In answer to Councilor
McKay’s question if this is a discussion we need to have with the Trust, Mr. Lathrop stated that
they will give him all the necessary information but he would need direction from the Council if
increasing the deductibles is something they would consider doing. These are the types of things
we will present in this budget. He is trying to set up a thought pattern so the Council can think
about what they will be comfortable with. Unfortunately, we can no longer keep cutting stuff
down to the bone because we are already there, we need to think about changing our operations.
In answer to President Welch’s question if the check we received tonight for $2,500 will be in a
designated account for the beach, Mr. Lathrop stated yes, it will be placed in a designated
account.
President Welch stated that a while ago we had a discussion regarding Impact Fees and asked if
that has been taken care of. Mr. Lathrop stated that those fees have been accounted for and
identified and he’s not sure if the Solicitor or Manager has started the process of returning those
fees. Mr. Mollis stated that on the books it is accounted for, process wise it has also been
accounted for and we are in the process of sending letters out to those who have it coming to
them. They have the opportunity to report to us. For those who don’t report back to us, we will
need to make a decision on how to return those funds to the General Fund. The solicitors have
provided the process and procedures on how to do this.
President Welch stated that it would be interesting to know what properties are insured to see
what they are costing us. He remembers an instance a while ago that an old vacant building of
ours was costing us a lot of money to insure. Mr. Lathrop stated that when you talk about what
other communities do, North Kingstown is the seventh community he has worked for and he
discovered in another community that they were paying insurance on a building that has been
previously knocked down. This is something we will look into here.
V.

OLD BUSINESS

22.

First Reading – Amendment to Section 11-66

Motion by Councilor Maloney to advertise this for a Public Hearing.
Town Clerk Alyward stated that the Council adopted an ordinance to put stop signs at the
intersection of Autumn Drive. Councilor Maloney requested that this be brought back to the
Council as a first read to have them removed due to the resident’s concern.
Councilor Maloney stated that he goes through this intersection all the time. It is part of the old
section of Route 102, and it’s a frontage road. The area that seems to be of the most concern is
the three homes on a dead-end. For the service vehicles and three homeowners, we put up a stop
sign after which we received a petition signed by 100’s of residents in the development. He
thinks part of it was due to foliage that was planted on the side of the sign and he doesn’t think
anyone addressed that with the Homeowners Association. The sign has been there for 25 plus
years and all of a sudden we need a stop sign. The bigger problem there is the amount of cars
that get off of Exit 5, go up the hill and turn around in the middle of that intersection to go back
towards Wickford. We have had a number of requests from the residents to reconsider this.
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Lt. Robinson stated that he is the safety officer for the Police Department and resident requests
go through his office which he investigates and makes a recommendation to the Chief. Carol
D’Andrea requested this stop sign in August. He did a sight inspection and determined that there
was a line of sight issue. Lt. Robinson referred the Council to the pictures that were submitted in
August which shows the line of sight issue clearly. Lt. Robinson further stated that the Council
received pictures that were more recent and the line of sight issue isn’t as big of an issue because
the foliage is not there.
Councilor Maloney stated that it is his understanding that no one approached the Homeowners
Association to see if they could cut that foliage/vegetation back.
President Welch asked Lt. Robinson if there were changes in the vegetation near the sign, would
his opinion change on whether or not the stop sign is needed. Lt. Robinson stated that if it was
lower vegetation, yes as long as it was low enough so that both sides of the intersection could
see.
Councilor McKay asked what the liability is because we noted that there was a problem with this
intersection, and if we were to remove that stop sign, Mr. Callaghan stated that there is always a
potential but doesn’t feel it is a strong potential.
President Welch invited Mr. Trask to address the Council.
Peter Trask, 93 Laurel Ridge Lane, stated he is in favor of having this stop sign removed.
President Welch stated that we have identified that there is a problem, and it sounds like the
Police Department is saying if there can be a change in the Homeowner’s Association
declaration of that area, they could support removing that stop sign. He asked if the
Homeowner’s Association would consider addressing the landscaping in front of the sign that is
causing the issue. Mr. Trask stated that he can certainly address that with the Homeowner’s
Association.
After a brief discussion, it was agreed that Mr. Trask would address this with the Homeowner’s
Association and meet with Lt. Robinson to present a plan to rectify the sight line issue. If they
can come to an agreement, we will bring this back for another first reading to remove the stop
sign.
Motion by Councilor McKay, seconded by Councilor Costa and unanimously
VOTED: To table this item to allow the Homeowner’s Association and the Police Department to
work out an agreeable solution.
The Council took Agenda Item Number 28 next.
28.

Tax Exemption for North Kingstown Animal Protection League, Inc.,
dba The Pet Refuge

Karen Kupersmith, Attorney for the North Kingstown Animal Protection League, dba The Pet
Refuge, 500 Stony Lane, and the Pet Refuge passed a resolution to ask the Town Council to
approve the request for Tax Exemption for a 501(3)(c). It is her understanding that most of the
other 501(3)(c) nonprofit animal shelters do have these exemptions. She further stated that
Attorney Robert Craven has suggested that he will be introducing this at the General Assembly.
Councilor Costa thanked Ms. Kupersmith for the work she does there.
Ms. Alyward stated that the request is to have the North Kingstown Legislative Delegation
submit An Act authorizing the Town Council to exempt for taxation the North Kingstown-Exeter
Animal Protection League, Inc.
In answer to Councilor McKay’s question if they already have approval from the federal
government, Ms. Kupersmith stated yes, we are a 501(3)(c) and have been for many years. She
further stated that there was some concern that there is a rental property on the premises, and all
the revenue that is income does go to the support of the Pet Refuge itself. They do not derive
anything that isn’t used for the 501(3)(c).
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Councilor Waxman stated that legislation isn’t usually spot legislation but more applicable for
groups and asked if there is current legislation that exempts Pet Refuges in general. Ms.
Kupersmith stated that she understands that is by organization. In the past when Mr. Craven
submitted legislation to the general assembly, it listed individual organizations. Councilor
Waxman stated that it makes sense to her that it be applied to all versus each one. Councilor
Costa stated that every city, every animal shelter is different. Councilor Waxman stated that we
should be consistent. She has no problem supporting this but it seems odd that it is by
organization. Ms. Kupersmith stated that she agrees, but Attorney Craven stated this is how it is
done.
Councilor McKay stated that he doesn’t understand the process here. The Animal Rescue
League has been a 503(c)(3) since 1972 and already has an exempt status. Mr. Mollis stated that
right now the Animal Rescue League is paying $11,000 in taxes and if this approved, we would
lose that. He further stated that not all 501(c)(3) are exempt. Ms. Kupersmith stated that you
need to go through the General Assembly to get relief.
After a brief discussion, a motion by Councilor Costa, seconded by Councilor Maloney and
VOTED: That the North Kingstown Legislative Delegation is hereby requested to submit “An
Act” authorizing the Town Council of the Town of North Kingstown to exempt for taxation
North Kingstown-Exeter Animal Protection League, Inc., dba The Pet Refuge, 500 Stony Lane.
President Welch voted in the negative.
The Town Council took Agenda Item Number 23 next.
23.

First Reading – Amendment to Chapter 2

Councilor Maloney stated that he personally is not happy as he made a couple of requests at the
last meeting and they don’t appear to be in this draft. He said he didn’t want the $10,000. This
is supposed to be an incentive and not to take care of individuals. He looked at the areas that
were split into two instead of three, which makes it more difficult to get everyone involved. It
says “first come basis” and feels this will go to those “in the know”. He has no desire to go
through with this as it stands right now.
Councilor McKay asked what Councilor Maloney wants to achieve, as it appears what is in front
of us is what we discussed at the last meeting. Councilor Maloney stated that what he envisioned
when he did this was to try to attract business on Post Road. The other issue he has is starting up
at the North End, as we have sewered the South End. If you are a new business, you are going to
go where the sewers are. The whole idea is to make these areas more attractive and keep it
condensed. You are taking money from the taxpayers and sending it up to Post Road. He
doesn’t want the money to go to just ten people, but wants everyone to have the opportunity.
Councilor McKay stated that we had the discussion based on the fact if we should concentrate on
one area to see if this program works. How are we going to know if this works until we
implement it and roll it out? He further stated that Reilly Auto Parts is going to get the tax
inceptive that is already on the books and not necessarily this program. Councilor McKay stated
that he thinks this is a pretty good draft and is unsure what the problem is. Councilor Maloney
stated that to him this needs to be able to be received by everyone, not just ten people. We need
to be in small clusters in order to see progress of the program. You may have someone come in
who is a property owner, and you may have someone come in who is a business owner. He
asked if there is anything in here that would prevent duplication. Mr. Mollis stated that the intent
is this is available to a property owner or a business owner with the property owner’s consent.
Mr. Mollis further stated that Councilor Maloney’s concern is valid as in a strip mall you could
have five applicants.
Councilor Costa made a motion to continue this item, Councilor Waxman seconded the motion.
Councilor McKay stated that we need to give some direction to staff. Councilor Maloney stated
he wanted to see smaller amounts of money be awarded to smaller areas.
Councilor McKay suggested that Councilor Maloney sit with staff to discuss what he is looking
for.
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Maura Harrington from the Planning Department stated that she understood from the Planning
Director who spoke with some of her colleagues that she felt that by having too limited of an
amount didn’t provide the incentive they were looking to achieve and $2,000 was too small of an
amount. It appears the Council is not comfortable with $10,000 and suggested that we look at a
different amount for each property.
Ms. Alyward stated to keep in mind that it is going to go into effect upon passage and we threw
in an amount of $100,000 which is in this fiscal year. It is Mr. Mollis’ intention to have this as a
budgeted item in the FY2019 budget.
Councilor Maloney stated that he thought $100,000 per year was reasonable and suggested
$5,000 for each award.
Ms. Alyward stated we can continue this to the January 22, 2018 Meeting. President Welch
suggested that Councilor Maloney work with staff.
Councilor Waxman stated that she is not interested in funding fences, replacing or repairing
windows and adding seating. Councilor Costa stated that Councilor Waxman is holding back
these businesses who want to beautify their properties. Councilor Waxman stated that it is a
personal opinion and adding seats beautifies the business. President Welch stated it could drive
new business.
It was
VOTED: To continue to the Regular Town Council Meeting of January 22, 2018 the First
Reading of an Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 2 of the Code of Ordinances, Town of North
Kingstown, entitled, “Administration”, by adding Article IX, entitled, “North Kingstown Post
Road Façade Improvement Program”.
Motion by Councilor Costa, seconded by Councilor Maloney and
VOTED: To continue the meeting past 10:00 p.m.
President Welch voted in the negative.
VI.

NEW BUSINESS

The Town Council took Agenda Item Number 26 next.
26.

Economic Development Advisory Board - Appointments

President Welch stated that he is recusing himself as Mr. Miozzi is one of the applicants and he
is his employer.
Councilor McKay stated that we have two strong recommendations from Bjorn Wellenius and
Palmer Beebe for the appointment of Thomas Charlton and Kerrie Lanoie.
Councilor Costa stated that Mr. Miozzi is a client of hers and she needs to recuse herself as well.
In answer to Ms. Alyward’s question if Thomas Charlton and Kerrie Lanoie are to be full
members, Councilor McKay stated that is the recommendation.
Councilor Waxman made a motion to appoint Tom Miozzi.
Ms. Alyward stated that she needs a second for Councilor McKay’s motion.
President Welch suggested that we address one name at a time.
Councilor Maloney stated that his concern is that Toby Sonder and Thomas Charlton are both
very active on the committee.
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Councilor McKay stated that Toby is already on the committee. Councilor Maloney stated that
he is taking David Caldwell’s seat for one year and feels he should get the full three year
appointment and the same should apply to Thomas Charlton.
Councilor McKay stated that he is moving up to a full member. Ms. Alyward stated that Toby’s
term expires in 2018 as an alternate, so his term will not change. Councilor McKay stated again,
Toby automatically moves up and comes up for reappointment next year. We request from the
boards that they make recommendations for these appointments, and this is a hands on group of
people that get a lot done. Councilor Maloney stated that he agrees. Ms. Alyward stated that
Councilor McKay is suggesting that Thomas Charlton be moved into one of the full positions
that Robert Jackson and Curtis Givan currently have. Councilor Maloney stated that both Robert
and Curtis have put in a lot of time and have been on the EDAB since 2008 and this is a three
year term, which should be considered. President Welch stated that the term limit is 12 years.
Councilor McKay stated that Councilor Maloney works with this group closely and should be
making these recommendations. Councilor Maloney asked why we are appointing Toby as he is
still an active member, Ms. Alyward stated that because there is a vacancy and the Council needs
to fill that vacancy.
Councilor McKay withdrew his motion as he wants to support what the EDAB recommends.
Councilor Maloney made a motion to appoint Tobiah Sonder to December 1, 2020. Councilor
Waxman seconded the motion, and it was
VOTED: To appoint Tobiah Sonder, 30 Elam Street, to December 1, 2020.
Motion passed 3-0 as President Welch and Councilor Costa have recused from this vote.
Motion by Councilor Maloney, seconded by Councilor McKay and
VOTED: To appoint Thomas Charlton, 120 Lantern Lane, to December 1, 2020.
Motion passed 3-0 as President Welch and Councilor Costa have recused from this vote.
President Welch stated that he only recused himself from Tom Miozzi’s appointment. Mr.
Callaghan stated that President Welch and Councilor Costa can vote on the other appointments
just not the appointment of Mr. Miozzi.
President Welch stated that he doesn’t understand why the Council is discounting Robert
Jackson and Curtis Givan who are reapplying and have both been faithful members of this
committee.
Councilor McKay made a motion to appoint Curtis Givan.
Councilor Waxman stated that Mr. Givan sits on six committees.
Councilor Maloney made a motion to increase the membership from 7 to 9 members. Ms.
Alyward stated that the makeup of the committee is dictated by ordinance. Councilor Maloney
can direct her to bring back an amendment of that ordinance.
Ms. Alyward stated that you have three members whose terms have expired. She further stated
that the first reading to add new members would be January 22nd, and the public hearing would
not be until March 5th.
Councilor Maloney suggested that all motions on the floor be rescinded and new motions be
made.
Councilor McKay stated that if we create two new positions, then Mr. Miozzi could be
appointed.
Motion by Councilor Maloney, seconded by Councilor McKay and
VOTED: To rescind all prior votes.
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Motion by Councilor McKay, seconded by Councilor Maloney and unanimously
VOTED: To appoint the following members to the Economic Development Advisory Board as
follows:
Tobiah Sonder, 30 Elam Street, to December 1, 2018, to fill the unexpired term of David
Caldwell, Jr.
Curtis Givan, 611 Pendar Road, to December 1, 2020, reappointment
Robert Jackson, 23 Olde Mill Lane, to December 1, 2020, reappointment
Motion by Councilor Maloney, seconded by Councilor McKay and unanimously
VOTED: To appoint Thomas Charlton, 120 Lantern Lane, First Alternate, to December 1, 2018.
Motion by Councilor Waxman, seconded by Councilor Costa and unanimously
VOTED: To appoint Kerrie A. Lanoie, 296 Shore Acres Avenue, Second Alternate, to
December 1, 2020.
Ms. Alyward stated that we will come back with a First Reading of the ordinance to add two
additional members.
27.

Zoning Board of Review - Appointment

Motion by Councilor McKay, seconded by Councilor Costa and unanimously
VOTED: To appoint Elaine Lemieux, 37 Buena Vista Drive, Second Alternate, to the Zoning
Board of Review to July 1, 2018.
President Welch voted in the negative.
Motion by Councilor McKay, seconded by Councilor Maloney and unanimously
VOTED: To continue Agenda Item Number 24 – Increase capacity for making progress towards
Economic Development Priorities.
Councilor Waxman requested that this Item be heard early on the next agenda. President Welch
suggested that Councilor Waxman have a discussion with the Town Manager to discuss what she
is looking for. Councilor McKay asked for back-up material as well.
The Town Council took Agenda Item Number 29 next.
29.

Correspondence


E-mails from Darren Jordan the President of Falls at Pleasant Valley Neighborhood
Association and Rob Auclair with concerns about a dangerous school bus stop for middle
school students. The bus stop has been relocated since the correspondence.



An e-mail from High School Student Brian Williams looking for help on vaping for
Dialogue in Democracy Civics Class.



An e-mail from Senior High School Student Rachael Mello with concerns for a crosswalk
at Fairway Drive and Boston Neck Road.



An e-mail from Cailin Emerson discussing the negative impact plastic bags has on the
environment and requesting a plan to get local stores to switch to reusable or brown paper
bags. Larry Verria invited all public servants to his bi-annual Dialogue in Democracy
Night on Thursday, January 11, 2018, from 6:30-8:00 p.m. at the High School Cafeteria.
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An e-mail from Lisa Marie Cramer thanking the Town Manager for help on a light
pollution issue.



An e-mail from Jessie Vardakis who is employed within Wickford Junction writing about
a sickening sewage smell at Wickford Junction.



An e-mail from Arlene Violet who had concerns with burial samplings taken from the
Sachem Road development.



E-mails from Ed Renehan, Dave Wrenn, and Tim Wasco requesting binding protection
from demolition, town rights of first refusal, and preservation easements for the Annex
building.



An e-mail from Gregory Tumolo an Attorney with Higgins, Cavanaugh & Cooney taking
an informal survey on which towns use Robert's Rule of Order.



An e-mail from Paula Krueger dissatisfied with plowing within her neighborhood.



An e-mail from Nancy Sherman inviting the Council to the Skog Award Ceremony
honoring Lou Cahoone for 18 years of organizing the Tuesday night concerts. Ceremony
to be held March 27, 2018 at 6:30 p.m. at the Quonset O Club with a concert by Brass
Attack to follow.



An e-mail from Chair of the Wickford Plan Committee Joan Ehrhardt requesting the
Council consider changes to the proposed Solar Ordinance on Brown Street.



An e-mail from Peter Trask thanking the Council for agreeing to discuss the removal of
the stop sign at Autumn Drive and he sent additional images for review.



An e-mail from Natalie Coletta questioning if discussion would be encouraged during the
Annex proposal presentation and why the information hasn't been disseminated prior to
the meeting. She also asked about the process to vet potential buyers.



An e-mail from David Wrenn urging the Council to limit the Town Hall Annex agenda
item to discussion only and allow public process.

VII.

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 10:19 p.m.

Jeannette Alyward
Town Clerk

